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Sir: 


In response to the Official Action dated October 8, 2003, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows: 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-11 were most recently presented for examination. The Examiner 
rejected claims 1-3, 6, and 8-10 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 5,164,903 to Lin, et. al. (hereinafter "Lin"). Claims 4, 5, 7, and 1 1 were objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but were allowable if rewritten in independent 
form. 

Lin discloses "a control method for four wheel drive vehicles. . .[that] controls 
the drive torque to the vehicle wheels in proportion to vehicle loading and road surface 
friction coefficients in response to front and rear wheel speeds and front and rear wheel 
accelerations. . Abstract (emphasis added). Lin does this by recognizing that it is desirable 


